
 

VICE CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Shareholders,  

The cornerstone for Apollo Tyres’ success has been its relentless focus on profitable, 

sustainable growth. This unceasing focus is what makes each employee of your Company 

Unstoppable and a reason why we have picked the theme for this year’s annual report. In the 

pages that follow, I hope you get a sense of how we have worked to deliver above industry 

growth by upping the brand, continuing our intense focus on R&D and launching best in class 

products, winning new customers and much more. We continue to be unstoppable in our bid 

to achieve our 2020 vision - ‘To be a leading and premier tyre company with a diversified and 

multinational presence’. 

 
All of us at Apollo Tyres was the two honours bestowed on our Chairman, Onkar S Kanwar. 
The Government of Japan, in its 2018 Autumn Imperial Decorations, conferred upon our 
chairman the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star. He received this recognition for his 
contributions towards strengthening the economic relations between Japan and India. 
Further, our Chairman was awarded with the Officers Cross (Civilian Division) of the ‘Order of 
Merit’ of Hungary. This award was conferred upon our Chairman in recognition of his work 
towards strengthening Hungarian-Indian economic relations through your Company’s 
investment in Hungary, thereby helping create new jobs in Hungary.  

The financial year began with a blast for Apollo Tyres as in our bid to further our brand journey 

and build a stronger brand around sports, we welcomed Sachin Tendulkar, the god of cricket 

and an icon in the Indian and global cricketing world, to the Apollo family. Our brand will 

highly benefit for the association as we leverage his huge fan following and popularity as a 

sports idol and a crusader of safe driving, to drive home the Company’s own message of 

making every journey a safe and inspiring one. Continuing our sports journey and deepening 

our connect with Hungary, we partnered with DVTK, the leading sports club in Hungary. 

Currently, your Company is associated with the I-league team, Minerva Punjab FC and the 

Indian Super League team, Chennaiyin FC and global powerhouse Manchester United as its 

official tyre partner. 

 
Beyond upping the brand quotient, we continued to aggressively replicate our Indian success 
of building deeper engagement with Original Equipment (OE) in Europe. In Europe, we added 
Ford Fiesta to the list which will run on Vredestein Quatrac 5 as a standard fitment. We are 
already working closely with Volkswagen for Polo, Seat for Ibiza and Ford for its EcoSport 
vehicle. We will continue to build on these successes and I am confident that with our plants 
in Europe, we will increase our leadership position in the region.  

Further, our global R&D centres continued to support both APMEA and Europe as we 
launched multiple products in our key markets including the new Wintrac Pro, the new ultra-
high-performance winter tyre, and Vredestein Quatrac Pro, the all-season tyre for the ultra-



 

high performance segment and cars such as the Alfa Romeo Stelvio, Volvo XC90 and BMW 5-
series. We continued to expand into new markets and became a full range player in multiple 
markets including Nepal, Sri Lanka, etc. The prowess of our R&D was again demonstrated as 
the Vredestein Wintrac Pro was rated with the prestigious exemplary (vorbildlich) rating in 
2018 Auto Bild test.  

Just like the year began, it ended with a high decibel #BadRoadBuddies initiative. The much 
talked event was a first of its kind event by any tyre company and we see this as building a 
deeper connect with the community of SUV owners/drivers, one of the fastest growing 
segment in India. We have continued smaller versions of the initiative across multiple cities 
and seen a high traction from the community.  

FY2019 was a year filled with excitement as we took the challenges head on and powered 
ahead delivering above industry numbers. While FY2020 will not be an easy year and we have 
our work cut out to post above average growth, I am confident that we will continue to be 
unstoppable in our pursuit to achieve our Vision 2020. I will continue to update you on an 
annual basis and I do look forward to be in touch with you.  

With best regards,  

Neeraj Kanwar  
Vice Chairman and Managing Director 


